Carers Centre Newcastle

Carers Opportunities Fund for Carers

Carers Centre Newcastle manages and administers the local Clinical Commissioning Group’s Carers Opportunities Fund, which aims to offer flexible and personalised breaks and opportunities that will give carers choice, independence and control to improve their health and wellbeing.

This document provides information on who is eligible, what the grants can cover and how to complete the application form. 

Who can Apply?

Carers aged 18 or over, living in Newcastle upon Tyne, who care for an adult(s) living in Newcastle upon Tyne. 

A carer is someone who provides unpaid care and support to a family member, partner, child, friend or neighbour who has a disability, has an illness, is frail, has mental health difficulties or has alcohol or drug related problems and cannot manage without the carer’s support. 

Carers may or may not receive Carers’ Allowance depending on their circumstances. Many people do not see themselves as carers. They think of themselves as family or friends.

Applications are invited directly from carers although all applications must include a supporting statement by a professional (health, local authority, voluntary sector) who can confirm the contents of the application are a true and accurate record of the situation.  Workers can also apply on behalf of carers.

The Funding Streams

The Carers Opportunities Fund is split into four funding streams. The maximum grant from any stream is £250. Carers can only be awarded one grant from the Fund in any 12 month period.

Carers Breaks:

Individual grants are available to assist with the costs of providing a range of breaks for carers to combat the stress and isolation often caused by their caring role. Grants are awarded to cover the costs of such activities as pampering days, recreational or social outings, short breaks and holidays. 

Carers Relief:

Carers experiencing financial hardship can apply for a grant for equipment or items which will have a direct and long term impact on their quality of life. The equipment funded is often required to carry out the most basic of household tasks and will alleviate elements of the carer’s role (e.g. washing machines, fridge freezers, and cookers.) 

Skills and Learning - Courses:

Funding is intended to produce positive learning outcomes for carers as well as increase their confidence, improve their well being and quality of life. For some carers this may also include learning activities or skills based training to support their plans to enter the job market or return to work. 

Skills and Learning - Driving:

Funding is available to support the costs associated with carers learning to drive. Carers with a current provisional driving licence can apply for a grant towards the costs of driving lessons and costs associated with taking their practical and theory tests.

Application forms, corresponding guidelines and closing dates can be found on the Carers Centre website: http://newcastlecarers.org.uk/carers-opportunities-fund/
Please read the guidelines within each application form carefully before completing the form. If after reading the guidelines, you have any questions about the Carers Opportunities Fund, contact the Carers Centre on 0191 260 3030.
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______________________________________________________________________

Carers Centre Newcastle is a registered charity (No.1145373) and company limited by guarantee (No. 7869359) registered in England and Wales. Our registered office is as above. 
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